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A Message from the Head of School
Mead Hall Survey & Strategic Planning

The Board of Trustees, Administration and Faculty appreciates that 31%
of parents completed the survey in November conducted for Mead Hall
by the Southern Association of Independent Schools (SAIS). The
feedback from the Parent School Survey is an important piece of our
self-study and preparation for re-accreditation and the drafting of a
strategic plan. The survey has informed the Board of Trustees Strategic
Planning Committee in its work and the administration and faculty in its
work to identify areas for improvement.

After reviewing the survey before the Christmas break, the Strategic Planning Committee
called together a group of stakeholders to consider the vision for the next five years of Mead
Hall’s life and consider goals that might become part of our new strategic plan. This strategic
planning day took place on Saturday with representation from the board, administration,
faculty, parents and high school students. These stakeholders considered the school survey,
the previous strategic plan, as well as financial and other school data as they identified the
strength and growth areas of the school and proposed goals for Mead Hall in their small
groups. The proposals of this stakeholder group will go to next to the Strategic Planning
Committee. 

Next week’s In the Loop will address more of this process, but this week I would like to share
the overall results of the Parent Survey with you. These are the results and highlights of each
category of the survey:

Curriculum and Program: In this survey category, the school meets all the expectations
of Parents with the exception of Facilities to Support the Program and Global
Learning (developing international understanding. The area of highest satisfaction is
High Academic Standards.
Promoting Life and Learning Skills: All of the areas meet parents’ expectations, and
the area of highest satisfaction the highest is Verbal and Written Communication.
Classroom Experience: Parents stated that all areas met their expectations in
Classroom Experience except Gender and Racial Diversity among the Faculty/Staff.
Appropriate Class Size is the area of most satisfaction.
Administration: Parents’ expectations are met in the three areas of welcome,
responsiveness and communication.
Student Support: Parents expectations are met in all areas except for Discipline and
Behavioral Expectations. The area of greatest satisfaction is Academic Success. 



Campus Safety and Security: Parents are satisfied overall with campus security.
Athletics; Fine Arts; Clubs and Co-Curriculars: Parents are satisfied overall with these
curricular and co-curricular programs.
School Community: Parents find that the school community strongly meets their
expectations in all the areas of school community.
Welcome and Inclusion: Parents expectations are well met in every area of the welcome
and inclusion of families at Mead Hall. 
Dining Services: Parents express satisfaction in the dining services offered.
Dress Code: Parents expectations are satisfied with the dress code.
Faith-Based Curriculum and Program: All areas meet expectations except for
Opportunities for Mission Work and Faith-Based Extracurricular Opportunities,
which are thus identified as areas for development. 

By digging into the survey more deeply I believe that there are more areas to evaluate further
and improve in the life of the school. While under Student Support, the area of Discipline and
Behavioral Expectations are an area that is just under the threshold of meeting parents’
expectations, and not far behind was the area of Social-Emotional Wellbeing, which also
appeared in other categories of the survey as somewhat of a concern. The issue of emotional
and social wellbeing is one that I have highlighted as a concern before in my communications
because the pandemic has negatively impacted children in this area, and this is naturally
closely tied to behavioral issues at school. This is an area we are seeking to address and will
continue to address as there is much we would like to do for the emotional, social, moral and
spiritual wellbeing of our students.  

I was glad to see the levels of parent satisfaction for High Academic Standards, Academic
Success, and Verbal and Written Communication. I see these areas as strong throughout the
school. We must strive to maintain and strengthen these academic standards further where we
identify areas of our teaching and learning where we can improve in teaching subject matter
and skills to our students. Having taught the Senior Project course last year, I am particularly
impressed with the ability of our seniors to write a college level research paper and give an
oral presentation of their findings to their peers and teachers. 

It was not a surprise that parents identified Facilities to Support the Program as a need at
Mead Hall. We have made some real progress on our facilities over the past few years, with
the new HVAC on the St. Thaddeus Campus and the work on the Aiken Prep Campus Gym to
name a few, but we have much more to do. It will be great to see the large playground
transformed on the St. Thaddeus Campus this summer and more plans for facilities
improvements in the future. 

I have written before about our need to improve the global learning of our students, so I was
grateful to see this need confirmed by the parents in the school survey. While this goal has
been in our interim strategic plan for the past few years, our efforts to develop global learning
were hindered by our focus of carrying on the education of our students through the pandemic,
so now I look forward to developing this area of our students’ education at Mead Hall.

Finally, I and the Board of Trustees are appreciative of the feedback of our school parents and
families. I believe that the input from the parent survey, as well as all feedback we receive from
parents, helps us to become a better school for our students and families, and this feedback is
at work in helping us identify the goals for our next Five-Year Strategic Plan. I am excited
about the potential of our school, Mead Hall, and I am looking forward to our work to move the
school from strength to strength in the years to come, so that our students and community may
be richly blessed.

Blessings,
Frank Sawyer



We are excited to announce that Priority Re-enrollment for our current Mead Hall families
opens February 1, 2023 and will continue through February 28, 2023. If you are planning to
secure a space for your child/children, we urge you to complete the re-enrollment paperwork by
February 28, 2023. 
 
If you are planning to enroll a new student who is a sibling of a current Mead Hall student, you
will be able to apply (for the new student) beginning February 1, 2023. We are paying close
attention to our enrollment numbers and once we’ve determined availability, we will begin
offering admission to current families first and then to new families beginning Monday, March
13, 2023. Once we've reached our capacity for a specific grade, we will communicate that to
you promptly. 
 
We are glad to offer affordable tuition levels that are of excellent value for an independent
school education in the CSRA. As you know, in comparison with peer schools, our tuition is the
most all inclusive in the area with no additional required fees other than the annual registration
fee. We are also glad to serve lunch daily at no additional cost. We are busy finalizing
the tuition schedule for next year and look forward to sharing it with you in the next few
days!

Alumni Weekend
March 17-19, 2023

 
Schedule of Events:

 
Friday, March 17 @ 9:00am

Golf Tournament, Aiken Golf Club
 

Saturday, March 18 @ 9:00am
Alumni Soccer Game and Social Time, AP Campus

 
Saturday, March 18 @ 11:30am

Aiken Trials, Aiken Training Track (Following the soccer game)
 

Saturday, March 18 @ 6:00pm
Reception, Aiken Historical Museum

 
Sunday, March 19 @ 7:45am, 9:00am & 11:15am

Services at St. Thaddeus
Dr. Frank Sawyer, Head of School

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RE-ENROLLMENT



LOWER SCHOOL STEM

Mrs. Water’s second grade class is learning about
particle sizes as part of a unit on Solids and Liquids. 
 They made a “soup” of different items and then
practiced methods of separating the particles into
different groups.

Third grade students worked in groups last week
to design and build snowmen using just
marshmallows and toothpicks. They came up
with a building plan, recorded all of their data and
then wrote about whether or not their design
worked out as planned. It was a great post-break
activity.



Store Hours: 
Jan 16th - 20th

Closed Monday 1/16 for MLK Day
Open Tuesday - Friday at 8:00 a.m. 

 
Afternoons by appointment -

MHStore@meadhallschool.org

PTO EVENTS AND UPDATES:

SCHOOL  STORE

Save the date for these spring events - 

February 27th - March 3rd is Faculty and
Staff Appreciation Week at STC and APC.
Parent volunteers will be needed to provide
breakfast items and mailbox treats throughout
the week at both campuses. A Sign Up
Genius link with more information will be
available next month. Thanks to your support
of our events, PTO uses funds raised to gift
all of our Faculty and Staff with Downtown
Dollars and a catered lunch on Friday.  

Friday, March 24th will be our last Chick-
fil-A lunch day of the school year. Pre-
orders will begin the week of March 13th and
will be open to both Lower and Upper school
students

April 17th - 22nd will be our Spring
Scholastic Book Fair Week in the APC
Gym. Parent volunteers will be needed
throughout the week to take shifts to run the
cash register.  

Restock Alert 
Panther Winter Beanies - 

$15 each

Saturday, April 22nd is our 39th Annual
Strawberry Festival on the APC field. The
Strawberry Festival is our largest and most
successful fundraiser of the year but it can't be
done without your support!  The PTO is in the
early planning stages and more information will
be shared weekly - if you are interested in
being a part of the planning committee, please
email PTO@meadhallschool.org 
 
Important Dates to keep in mind - Pre-Orders
for Strawberry Festival Shirts & Wristbands will
begin the week of March 13th. Backpack mail
regarding classroom donations will be sent
home the week of April 10th. 

Most Important Needs - Donations of Frozen
Casseroles/Pies and Baked Goods, Pound
Cakes, Silent Auction Items, and Numerous
volunteers to work various booths on festival
day!  

More information and a Sign Up Genius link will
be forthcoming.  

Strawberry Festival 2023

mailto:MHStore@meadhallschool.org
mailto:PTO@meadhallschool.org


Our yearbook is now accepting advertisers and families that would like to buy an
ad in this year’s yearbook. 

This year you can log onto yearbook forever,
https://yearbookforever.com/ and design and pay for your ad all in one location.
It is so simple and you can make your child or business shine. If you would prefer
to have the yearbook staff design your page, please just let us know. 

When you open https://yearbookforever.com/,
just type in Mead Hall and everything else is self explanatory. 

The sales are open now until  January 30, 2022.

SERVICE TIMES
 

SUNDAY
7:45 A.M. - Rite I (No Music)

9:00 A.M. - CONTEMPORARY SERVICE
11:15 A.M. -TRADITIONAL SERVICE

 
WEDNESDAY

9:30 A.M. - BIBLE STUDY
11:00 A.M. - SERVICE IN THE CHAPEL

 
Please join us for Sunday services. You may also attend virtually at the VIMEO link above. For those watching at

home, the bulletin can be found at the SERVICE BULLETIN link above, and on the St. Thaddeus website.
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDY OPTIONS
10:00 – 11:00

Children – Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, upstairs in the Stevenson-McClelland Bldg
Led by Anna Akins

Drop In Class - small parlor in the Stevenson-McClelland Bldg
Led by Kathie Fowler

Adult Sunday School Class – Large Parlor (cafeteria) in the Stevenson-McClelland Bldg
Led by Gibert Kennedy

In addition to these Sunday classes, there is a book study that meets on Wednesday mornings at 9:30AM. They
meet in the sitting room in the Cornish Bldg. It is led by Burt Tiffany. Following the book study is the 11:00AM

Rite II Eucharistic service held in the chapel.
 
 

Aiken Prep Campus
 619 Barnwell Avenue, NW

Aiken, SC 29801
 Phone: (803) 648-3223

Fax: (803) 648-9961
E-mail: meadhall@meadhallschool.org

 

St. Thaddeus Campus
 129 Pendleton Street, SW

Aiken, SC 29801
 Phone: (803) 644-1122

Fax: (803) 641-9543
E-mail: stoffice@meadhallschool.org

 

CONTACT  US

https://yearbookforever.com/
https://yearbookforever.com/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jHoLEf6yGrJD384ADI3wd0y_3SpRpsTc8l6OwRW158BWd0zR8JlXNJ6mHPEwMvBmIfMSEeochnS11fp7NmuJYa1HGhr_H1BbtGKm-2HQYQYqPExYj-7HWJQnw7OmSd3ttw3UnZJOxzaH2OxYXJ-Gww==&c=Xdg8gZoiUM9ZRdF9H6x-mrTSb9qfzlIQ1aeObKxIJ_Roj5uI8cKa5Q==&ch=bQpR7HxrpeLRv4sp8GZ_FsU05ssQSCnFPlnvSnukbXLKoqsVUdlIKw==
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