
Overwhelming excitement - that is what we felt on the St.
Thaddeus campus on Global Focus Day as we gathered as an entire
campus for an assembly on Friday, February 25 for the first time
since spring 2020. We began the day with a campus-wide parade to
celebrate the Winter Olympics. The Olympic theme music played as
188 students and 25 faculty marched around the campus waving
international flags and sporting international hats. The parade
culminated  in the gym where we held our usual morning
announcements, sang a special international song to the
accompaniment of 4th grade students on drums, listened to a poem
read by Parker Burke, and learned about various winter sports and
the countries from which they originated. The learning continued
in classrooms throughout the day as different grades discovered
more about our world and the many cultures that surround us.

Overwhelming fun - that is what we experienced last week during
our Dr. Suess/Read Across America/Spirit Week. We wore our crazy
socks and hats, our reds and blues, and our future career clothes.
The smiles in the pictures tell the story best. It was a fun week, filled
with joy, creativity, imagination, and reading.  
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MARCH

11
16-18
17
17

End of Quarter 3
Barrier Island (4th grade field trip)
Dress Down for St. Patrick’s Day WEAR GREEN
Report Cards available on the FACTS 
Family Portal (after school)

APRIL

Spring Break (No School)
STC Easter Parties & Spring Pictures
Good Friday (No School)

14-8
14
15



JOYE IN AIKEN
  

Overwhelming gratitude - that is what we want to express to our wonderful Mead Hall parents. You made last
week’s Teacher Appreciation days so special for us all. From the treats and notes in individual boxes to the
bounty of food provided in the workroom for feasting all day, to the delicious Palmetto bowls and meat platters
during our In-Service day, to the gift of downtown dollars provided to each member of the staff, we all felt the
love and kind wishes of our families. Thank you!

See you at school!

Joanne

Our 3rd grade students traveled to the Ethredge Center this week to watch the
Kidz Bop performance as part of the Joye in Aiken music series. The music did
not disappoint, and the students (and faculty) enjoyed the experience
tremendously.

february book club  

Our February Birthday Book Club
members include Win Hartnett, Knox
Hearne, and Dean Wilson. These boys
picked out some great titles to read!
After being the first reader for these
new titles, each student will graciously
donate the title to the library. Thank
you for participating in our Birthday
Book Club at MH Lower School! 



MEAD HALL PLACEMENT POLICY

  

ENROLLMENT UPDATE 
  
Mead Hall is enjoying an amazing re-enrollment season. All of our PS and PK students have
completed the re-enrollment process and all but a handful of our lower school families have as well.
In addition, we have been busy evaluating a large number of new students who have applied to join us
on the St. Thaddeus campus next year.  

We are opening a third section to accommodate our large group of rising second grade students, and
we will be keeping three first grades to accommodate families joining us from the surrounding church
preschools. 

Word of mouth is the main way people are discovering Mead Hall. Thank you so much for continuing
to share the great things that are happening at our school with families around you. 

For siblings of current students:

Whenever possible we place younger siblings with the faculty member that older siblings had for a
particular grade.

 
For new students:

Mead Hall takes great care in the placement of students each year. Factors such as personality,
learning style, interpersonal relationships, boy/girl ratios, and total class numbers are all considered.
All faculty are experienced professionals and grade level teams work closely to align curriculum and
activities. Therefore, though we will make a note of parent preference, we will not guarantee
placement with a particular teacher or class.  



UNSUNG HERO

  Stephanie Johnson joined our Mead
Hall staff this year as our campus
custodian. She keeps our campus clean
and sanitized each day. Bathrooms,
hallways, classrooms, and stairwells
require constant attention in order for
us all to have a safe and clean learning
environment. 

Thank you, Stephanie, for your
invaluable service to our faculty and
students each day!

DECLAMATION UPDATE

 
Declamation Showcase finalists have been selected from each class. We are so proud of all of our
students for their diligence in memorizing and performing their declamation poems this year.
Congratulations to the following students who will be featured in our Declamation Showcase
Video - coming to the Mead Hall YouTube channel soon!





The core curriculum area of focus this week is Science. 
 
We are in the process of updating our lower school science curriculum at Mead Hall in order
to provide standards based, engaging, hands-on science experiences at each grade level.
Using “Next Generation Science Standards” as our foundation, Mead Hall has adopted FOSS
Science Kits for lower school grades. We will finish purchasing the kits and will train faculty
over the summer, and plan to begin implementation in the Fall of 2022. The content covered
in each grade is as follows:

First Grade: Sound and Light; Air and Weather; Plants and Animals
Second Grade: Solids and Liquids; Sand, Pebbles, and Silt; Insects and Plants
Third Grade: Motion and Matter; Water and Climate; Structures of Life
Fourth Grade: Energy; Soils, Rocks and Landforms; Environments
 
In addition to the FOSS program of study, our faculty take advantage of the Ruth Patrick
Science Education Center classes, and natural areas like Hopeland Gardens, Hitchcock
Woods, and our own beautiful campus to further explore our amazing natural environment.  
 
But wait, there’s more… Every year we take a whole day to focus on science with cross grade
hands-on experiences and guest speakers for older students in order to highlight the
importance of science and engineering in our everyday lives. Science Day is one of my
favorites each year.

CURRICULUM  FEATURE  
 


