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Priority Enrollment Opens
STC Dress Down/STC Valentines Parties
Chick-fil-A orders due
PTO Chick-fil-A Lunch Date
Winter Break
STC Global Focus Day
Faculty Appreciation Week
Dr. Seuss Week STC Read Across America)
Faculty In-Service (No School)

The saying, “Every cloud has a silver lining,” is first attributed to
John Milton, whose 1634 poem, Comus, has the line, “Was I
deceived or did a sable cloud turn forth her silver lining on the
night.” In this case, Milton is referring to a woman's ability to
resist the temptation to engage in evil. Fast forward to our
modern times, however, and the silver lining of a cloud refers to
something good that comes from a bad situation.
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly been a multi-year “bad
situation;” nevertheless, we have had many silver linings to
celebrate along the way. One such silver lining is being installed
this month on both campuses in every classroom. As a result of
federal money provided to schools during the pandemic, Mead
Hall was able to purchase brand new SmartBoards! These devices
are 65 and 75 inch touch-screen TV screens which will replace
our outdated classroom technology. 

Just as there are endless clouds in the sky, potential exists for
endless silver linings as well. May we all strive to find the silver
linings in the clouds of challenging times like the COVID-19
pandemic.

See you at school!

Joanne
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 January Birthday Book Club

Burck Meyer, Mollie Catherine Doran, Cooper Alexander, and Elly Brown all celebrated
birthdays in January and are participants in our Lower School Mead Hall Birthday Book Club.
Each chose a new book to read. After reading the book, each will donate the book to the library
for all to read. Thank you all for your donation!  
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CHICK-fil-A DAY
  
The PTO is sponsoring our second Chick-fil-A lunch day on February
17, 2022. The short notice is due to the fact that Chic-fil-A will be
closed for renovations starting in March, and we want to get this fun
lunch event in before it’s too late.

Please return the form with your payment made out to Mead Hall PTO
by February 14. Due to the quick turnaround - there will be NO
EXCEPTIONS.

UNSUNG HERO

  
Technology Director, Sandi Houck spent countless hours
planning, researching, ordering and coordinating the
installation of and training for the new SmartBoards. It
is her relentless pursuit of excellence in technology that
has given our school amazing up to date devices as well
as efficient internet infrastructure.

Thank you Mrs. Houck!



The core curriculum area of focus this week is ELA (English and Language Arts).  

For at least two decades, Mead Hall ELA instruction has centered around the Open Court Reading
program. According to the McGraw Hill website, “The goal of Open Court Reading is for all students
to be confident readers by grade three, as well as strategic readers and thinkers.” Our experience at
Mead Hall is that Open Court Reading does just that.  

Our students begin in preschool and prekindergarten to learn letters, letter sounds, letter
formation, and practice basic reading skills such as left to right eye and finger movement.  

In kindergarten, phonics instruction, blending of sounds, and sight words are the focus. Open Court
provides novel reading experiences each day through big books, little books, decodables and skills
practice. Faculty add creative writing and small motor practice through thematic activities as well.  

In first grade through the first half of third grade, students participate in a spiral review of phonics
and continued instruction in decoding, with Open Court materials and chapter book reading
opportunities. As an added benefit, many of the units covered in Open Court cross into science and
social studies as well. Spelling, vocabulary, grammar and cursive are added to the mix, and student
writing samples increase in complexity and length.

During the second half of third grade and into fourth grade, novel studies, poetry and short story
units replace the Open Court Curriculum. By this time, students are established readers, able to
“read to learn” rather than still “learning to read.”  
 
In addition to Open Court, our students participate in the Accelerated Reader (AR) program. In this
program, students choose reading-level appropriate stories and chapter books to read and take AR
tests to earn incentive points.
 
Standardized test scores each year reinforce the evidence that Open Court Reading continues to be a
successful ELA program for our Lower School students.
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