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FR O M T HE HEAD O F S CHOOL
The Rev. Dr. Frank D. Sawyer

of our students for their accomplishments
and our faculty and staff for their dedication
and care. We are thankful for everyone
who supported Mead Hall last year, by
volunteering, by giving both financial and
in kind donations, and by keeping us in
their prayers.

A

s I reflect back on the 2020-2021
school year, I am so grateful for God’s
amazing blessings and the resilience
and unity of our school community in
our shared commitment to the academic
success and the emotional wellbeing of
our students as well as the health of all.
It was a difficult and incredible year that
we navigated together and I thank you
for your support of Mead Hall during this
challenging period of our school’s life
and history. Sadly, millions of students
across the United States did not have the
education they needed due to the impact
and disruptions of the pandemic, but
thankfully we were able to provide our
rigorous and engaging education to our
students on campus and remotely through
the untiring commitment and innovative
spirit of our teachers. To see our students
prepared academically for this 2021-2022
school year and on track to be ready for
graduation and college when that day
comes is incredible given the challenges
we have faced. Our promise is to continue
to provide our students with foundations
and opportunities for academic excellence,
spiritual growth and moral integrity.  
Therefore, our Annual Report this year is
one of thanksgiving and celebration. We
congratulate our graduates who had a very
different senior year but showed their
strength of character by their academic
achievement and their college admissions
and scholarships received. We celebrate all
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We are also grateful that due to the
pandemic we received some significant
help from the federal government. We
first received a federal Payment Protection
Plan loan of $443,000 at the end of the
2019-2020 school year. This PPP loan
made it possible to continue paying all
staff through the spring Covid lockdown to
the end of that school year. In November
of 2020 this loan was forgiven, covering

"Our promise is to
continue to provide
our students with
foundations and
opportunities for
academic excellence,
spiritual growth and
moral integrity."
other losses due to the pandemic. The PPP,
coupled with our increased enrollment,
which reached 348 students last year, have
put us into a better financial situation. We
still have an outstanding mortgage of $1.5
million on the Aiken Prep Campus which
dates back to the acquisition of the campus
during the merger, but overall we are in a
sustainable position. We continue to be

grateful to all of the Cornerstone ($50,000
donations), Multiple 10K, and 10K donors
for their contributions and the impact these
gifts made on the school following the
merger. However, we will need to launch a
new capital campaign in the near future to
address both this mortgage and outstanding
projects to renovate and improve our
facilities.
In the 2021-2022 school year we are also
receiving the Emergency Assistance to
Non-Public Schools (EANS) grant. This
grant will provide $530,875.97 worth
of technology, cleaning products, PPP,
supplies, and outdoor classroom furniture.
With this grant we are better positioned
to provide education to our students
throughout the pandemic which continues
to be a challenge to schools. We look
forward to receiving new SmartBoards,
computers, and technology for our
classrooms.  
Our 2020-2021 Annual Fund was an
enormous success. It proclaims the
support for the school we have today
and the potential for greater support in
the future. We had budgeted for $75,000
and originally set a goal of $100,000, but
we received just over $150,000. This
meant that we could budget for further
improvements and enrichments that will
benefit our students, which are highlighted
inside this report. This year we have
increased costs largely because we truly
must have the administration, faculty, and
staff in place to educate and support our
students. An important step forward is the
appointment of a Head of Upper School
and a Head of Middle School, roles that I
filled for the past year-and-a-half.  
We seek to keep our tuition increases
modest so that Mead Hall can continue to

be affordable while ensuring that we can
fund the costs of our educational program
which increase each year. Inside you
will see the amazing value of our tuition
compared to other independent schools.
In order to close the gap between tuition
and operating costs, we have budgeted
$150,000 for Annual Fund this year and
we are setting a goal of $200,000 so that
we will have additional funds to budget for
enrichment and improvements.  

conditioners with an HVAC system that
includes an exchange of fresh air that will
reduce airborne illnesses. The parish and
the school each assumed half of the cost of
this important project, and we are thankful
to St. Thaddeus Church for its continued
generous financial support of the school.
Our portion of this project has been mostly
provided by two generous grants from a
Mead Hall family totaling $145,000, for
which we are extremely grateful.

Two overdue projects that we are
committed to completing next summer are
the painting of the Aiken Prep buildings
and the restoration and repair of the floor
and foundation in the Aiken Prep Gym.
This past summer we completed an
enormous project in the preschool to 2nd
grade building at the St. Thaddeus Campus
by replacing the old boiler and window air

I would like to appeal to you to support
Mead Hall through the Annual Fund, which
makes a vital contribution to providing an
enriching educational experience at Mead
Hall and allows us to offer tuition levels
that make our school affordable to our
families. Every year, the Annual Fund
represents a critical part of the school’s
budget as it helps to bridge the gap in the

operating deficit – the difference between
tuition and what it costs to fund a Mead
Hall education. A gift of any amount
makes a difference to our students and our
school. I appreciate the generosity of our
community and I encourage you to make
a gift as an investment in our students and
our school.
I hope that you enjoy the pages of this
Annual Report that highlight the education
and life of our students at Mead Hall,
provide a report on our finances with an
appeal for further support, and recognize
our donors in the fiscal year from July 1,
2020 to June 30, 2021.
I feel blessed each day to see our students
learning and growing at Mead Hall and it is
my prayer that God will guide us this year
so that our students may thrive.

CON G R AT ULAT ION S

CLASS OF 2021
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T

his small but mighty group of graduates distinguished
themselves this year and through their years at Mead Hall.

They did not let the pandemic affect their experience of senior year
as their spirit and joy shone through a challenging year. With their
resilience and determination they graduated from Mead Hall ready
for college and beyond. We are proud of their accomplishments!
These excerpts from the Graduation Addresses capture the character
and spirit of the Class of 2021.

“We need only to look back on our time at Mead Hall to know that
we are well prepared for our upcoming changes. The assignments
we have conquered, the projects we have completed, the hurdles we
have jumped over, and the people who have navigated us
through these obstacles will still be with us as we move forward to
find our futures with confidence.”
Emily Peak, Valedictorian
Clemson Honors College
“We will depart Mead Hall having learned resilience, optimism,
and, perhaps most importantly, trust: how to put our trust in others,
and how to be worthy of someone else’s trust.”
Anna Hale, Salutatorian
Mercer University
“This school that we all hold so dear has developed such a strong
sense of character inside each and every one of us. The principles
that we have been taught here will forever be engrained in our
hearts. This school has made us all into high-achieving and
compassionate young men and women. The attention and care
that has been poured into each of us as students here has wellprepared us to not just succeed, but to be members of society that
can give back. Mead Hall has filled our buckets so that we can go
fill others.”
Emmie Barth
Furman University
“I know that because of my classmates and teachers, I will find my
dreams, and I know that they all will, too. That's a constant theme
throughout high school for me. No matter how tired or bored I was,
whether it was another day slogging through AP classes or our
sophomore school trip that shall go unnamed, these people inspired
me to keep going, to keep cracking jokes that would fall flat, and
to keep finding a reason to come back every day. They helped me
find a purpose in my life when I never even thought I would make it
past High School, and I owe any bit of success I’ve had in my life
to them.”
Max Johnson
Georgetown University
“The community at Mead Hall will forever be a part of my life and
I thank God each and every day for putting these people into my
life. I have learned so much from my years with this community,
but most importantly, I have learned how to not only build strong
lasting relationships with my friends, but also with God.”
Reagan Houck
University of South Carolina Honors College
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Class of 2021 College Acceptances Include:
Aiken Tech
Berry College
Clemson University
College of Charleston
East Tennessee State University
Elon University
Francis Marion University

$

Furman University
Kennesaw State University
Georgetown University
Mercer University
Oxford College of Emory
University
Savannah College of Art & Design

2,250,304
in scholarships awarded for the
Class of 2021

Sweet Briar College
University of NC, Asheville
University of NC, Chapel Hill
University of NC, Wilmington
University of SC, Aiken
University of SC, Beaufort
University of SC, Columbia

168

University of Georgia
University of Tennessee, Knoxville
Wake Forest University
College of William & Mary
Winthrop University
Wofford College

College
Acceptances
over the past three years
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FR O M T HE
P RES ID ENT A ND
B OAR D CHA IR
Father Grant Wiseman
 Dr. Richard Waugh, Chairman

A

s we congratulate the graduation of the
Class of 2021, we are so grateful for
the education that prepares students at every
grade to be more than ready for the next level
of their education and ultimately for college.
The graduates of 2021 have distinguished
themselves as illustrated by the wonderful
list of colleges where they were accepted and
by the scholarships that were offered to them.
We are excited for the opportunities that are
before the class of 2021, and look forward
to hearing about their successes in the future.
It is essential to us that our school uphold its
mission of academic excellence and that the
tuition paid by our families translates to an
education that will truly be a value to their
children at every stage and in preparation
for their futures. We are grateful that this

goal is joined with our other two goals of
spiritual growth and academic integrity
which together is our threefold mission to our
students and families. We want to continue
to provide the students of Mead Hall with the
incredible education and formation that they
receive at our school. We give our students
a first class education at what most people
would describe as a more than reasonable
cost. The reason we are able to accomplish
that is the support of our church, parents and
alumni who give to make it so that students
that otherwise wouldn’t be able to attend can
be a part of the Mead Hall community.
During the time that the class of 2021 has
been at Mead Hall we have grown from a
school that only went to 8th grade and was
on one campus. They and their parents

watched as we became a school on two
campuses that provided an incredible High
School education preparing them for college
in a way that few schools can. Our students
have opportunities to participate in athletics,
plays and musicals, band, the fine arts, and
leadership opportunities. The reality of a
small private school like Mead Hall is that
we give our students equipment to succeed.
We are asking you to continue the tradition of
giving and support that has made our school
great. Help us to make it so that generations
to come can have the education that Mead
Hall provides. To all of our graduates of
2021 we cannot wait to see what lies ahead
for you. May God’s blessing be upon you
now and always.

Richard Allen Waugh, 1941 – 2021
Before the publication of this Annual Report, our Board of Trustees Chair, Rich Waugh, passed away peacefully on Saturday, October 30. We are
saddened by his loss and our prayers are with his wife Jan, and his daughter Kirstie and son Nicholas and their families. Rich was born in Cleveland,
Ohio, and moved to Aiken in 1955. He graduated from Aiken High School in 1959 and received a B.Sc. in Engineering from Rutgers University and
a Ph.D in Applied Science from Leeds University in the United Kingdom. He began his business career with Desoto Chemical Company in Des
Plains, IL before moving back to Aiken in 1972 to accept a position with Babcock & Wilcox in Augusta. Rich retired in 2003 after 34 years with the
company and its successors. Rich was a faithful member of St. Thaddeus Episcopal Church for 48 years, where he served as a member of the Vestry,
Senior Warden and as the Treasurer for 25 years. He was a member of the Sunrise Rotary Club and very active in its leadership, and was involved in
other civic organizations, including as a member of the USC Aiken Business School Advisory Board and as the President of the Friends of Hopelands
and Rye Patch.
We are deeply grateful for his time on our board and especially for the past two-and-a-half years that he served as chairman. Rich was a dedicated
and humble servant of Christ and his leadership of the board of trustees was a real blessing. Rich served as our chairman with vision, thoughtfulness,
hope, and faith in our school and its future. He worked tirelessly to improve our board’s governance, to advance the school institutionally and
financially, and to support the administration and faculty in the operations of the school and in navigating the challenges of the pandemic. Most
recently Rich was working on establishing endowment funds at the school to secure and bless the future of Mead Hall. We will miss him deeply.
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Thanksgiving One Table

T H E ST U D ENT EX PER IENCE

At Mead Hall, we value the extracurricular activities that enhance
classroom curriculum and provide students with experiences that
develop their character and expand their horizons. Such activities,
including school trips, athletics, clubs, and Arts, provide our
students a well-rounded education that truly prepares them for life's
array of experiences. By participating in the Mead Hall educational
experience, students learn valuable lessons in leadership, service,
sportsmanship, collaboration, friendship, responsibility, resilience,
and goal accomplishment -- all vital aspects encompassing
our mission to teach the whole child and send him or her forth
empowered. 		

Lower School Science

The 2020-2021 school year introduced our school community
to a great challenge -- the COVID-19 Pandemic. While many
schools shut their doors to opportunities for classroom instruction,
we were able to open our doors for the majority of school year
days. Because we were prepared with a variety of technological
resources and our valiant faculty maintained their commitment
to students, our students were able to continue with instruction -at first at home but with a majority returning to their classrooms
for in-person instruction after a short period away from campus.
Whether participating from the comfort of their home computer or
their campus desks, Mead Hall students, dressed in daily uniform,
completed a full school years' instruction with negligible loss of
instruction.

Faculty on Halloween
9

Gold Bars

Chapel

100th Day of School
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SCISA Math Team

Career Day, during Dr. Seuss Week

Upper School Retreat

COM M U NITY S ERVICE
Serving our community rounds out the Mead Hall student experience. While Upper School students are required to complete 20 service
hours each school year, all students are presented with opportunities to give back. This year, despite the pandemic, Middle and Upper
School students logged 1,671 service hours ranging from club-initiated projects at school including lighting luminaries in Downtown Aiken
and taking part in food, clothing, and blood drives to individual initiatives such as cancer research fundraisers, volunteering at vaccination
clinics and local polls, cleaning riding rings in Hitchcock Woods, creating a
Little Library, and building an equipment shed for a local equine rescue. The
Lower School students also participated in service activities. For example,
as part of a unit on writing and addressing letters, first-grade students wrote
Valentine's letters to their families and made Valentine's cards for local senior
citizens isolated in local nursing homes.

S E RV I C E TO O U R S CHO O L
Mead Hall PTO

Despite the challenges of an unpredictable year, PTO was
able to safely and successfully host a number of fundraising
opportunities. Our Annual Fall Rummage Sale raised over
$3,500, a great opportunity to benefit the community while
financially supporting academic programs at Mead Hall.
Additionally, we were able to re-imagine our traditional
Strawberry Festival for 2021 and host a very successful
interactive drive-thru event that raised over $7,000. PTO
also hosted two successful Scholastic Book Fairs throughout
the year, providing teachers with Scholastic magazines,
supplemental classroom materials used by many faculty
member in their daily curriculum.
Where does that money go? Every year, PTO distributes
raised funds to pay for two essential programs utilized by our
lower school: Accelerated Reader and Prodigy Math. These
supplemental reading and math programs help promote academic
success and encourage young readers. Additional funds raised
are used to assist teachers with needs such as a new projector for
their classroom and Senior Gifts for graduates. Further giving
back to our own MH Faculty and Students, PTO is proud to be
able to provide not only financial support but moral support to our
wonderful faculty and staff during Teacher Appreciation Week.

Panther Club

The Panther Club, Mead Hall’s athletic booster support, met
the challenge of supporting the school’s athletic events amidst
COVID. With the cancellation of some Fall sports and the
challenges that faced Winter events, the club still kept going
and provided much-needed funding. Most Mead Hall parent
and business sponsors renewed their banners for the 20202021 athletic year, which buoyed up fundraising toward sports
equipment needs & uniform repairs and replacements. By
Spring, we began to have more options for sports offerings, and
the Panther Club was able to hold the first annual Panther Club
Golf Tournament, raising over $22,000! These raised funds
have been earmarked for repairs to the Aiken Prep Campus
gym. The tournament was by far the highlight of the booster
club year with so much-needed fun, socializing, and success.
The Panther Club cannot wait to hold another tournament in
the Spring of 2022!
Funds raised during the school year provided the opportunity
for Summer construction of a weight room for the Aiken Prep
Campus gym, which was headed by Dana Massey. Thanks to
many local business donations and Mead Hall family sponsors, the club was able to build a very nice and functional weight room. Looking
forward, Panther Club’s goal, with the help of another Golf Tournament, is to begin work on the Aiken Prep Campus gym floor at the
completion of the 2021-2022 school year.
12 #WeAreMeadHall
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Mead Hall Arts programs blossomed despite the challenges of the 2020-2021 school year.
Students in the lower, middle, and upper schools benefited from the dedicated, creative diligence of our faculty.

Band

Band was in full force without being deterred by COVID-19. Music
for all outdoor chapel services both at STC and APC was provided by
the concert band, which provided opportunities for students to sing
since they could not do so in buildings.
The Mead Hall Band successfully live streamed all of its formal
concerts, so parents and friends who were unable to attend due to the
pandemic were able to support their student musicians. The band
performed a Fall concert with the Sounds of Autumn, capturing the
spirit of fairs, football, hurricane season, and tone music to aurally
paint the colors of the season. During the Holiday season, Sounds of
Christmas rang out as the band performed various Christmas carols
and pieces influenced by this magical time of year. The band year
finished in a Night of Jazz in May. A review of multiple sub-genres of
Jazz music filled the concert in what Heather Wiseman proclaimed to
be ""the best band concert she had ever attended at Mead Hall!"
There were numerous individual student accomplishments as Mead Hall Band competed in the SCBDA Region/All-State band audition
process. Seven students were named to the Region 2 Honor Band, three students received call-backs to audition for All-State Band, and
one student was named to the All-State Junior Band. We also had two students selected and participate in the UofSC Honor Band Clinic in
February.
In addition to performances and achievements, the Mead Hall band program benefited from the generosity of our school community and area
donors. The band facility was able to add lockers and shelves for instrument storage from funds raised in the bake sale of 2019. Mrs. Valorie
Vance-Kraus took the time to make bell covers as a layer of protection for our band students. Additionally, funds from donations and band
camp proceeds made 10 much-needed instrument repairs possible.

Art

“I often feel, when I receive a limitation about what I can do in an art
project, it gives me a chance to create and overcome a challenge,” Mrs.
Kathy Nowlin remarked. And, overcome the challenge she did!
Concerned about the amount of touching that goes on with clay and
paintbrushes and other common tools used in the art studio, Mrs.
Nowlin felt she had to do things a bit differently for those sharing and
interacting with each other. So, she introduced project bags in which the
students kept all of their tools. Mrs. Nowlin found that this temporary
solution was something to make permanent, as it required students to
be more responsible with taking care of their own tools. Because of
the pandemic-related limitations, a new idea became a process for the
future. As Mrs. Nowlin concluded, “I like the challenge of rising to the
occasion when something comes up, because it usually stimulates a
new idea on how to work with new improved ideas.		

Theater

Students continued the study of drama while the curtains remained closed during the 2020-2021 school year due to Covid-19, but the
theater program is roaring back now with new productions being staged in our Aiken Prep Campus Auditorium. PS - 4th grade Christmas
programs went virtual last year and this year the students are preparing a Christmas program that will be performed outdoors.
13

ATHLETICS 2020 - 2021
Swimming (M,V)

Tennis (M,V)

Track & Field (M,V)

Cross Country (M,V)

Cheer Squad (M,V)

Soccer (M,V)

Volleyball (V)

Basketball (M,V)

Archery ( L,M,V)

Golf (M,V)

Baseball (M)

24

Active
Teams

*Lower School, Middle School, Varsity Upper School

PANTHER PRIDE

In 2020-2021 the pandemic impacted athletic caused challenges with Middle School Girls Volleyball and Lower School Pom canceled and

other sports affected with games canceled and schedules changed, but our students still did their best to compete and succeed. In the spring
we even managed to launch two new sports in middle school - baseball (boys) and softball (girls). We saw both success and growth during
each athletic season and we are proud of our athletes. 2021-2022 will see the addition of bowling and Junior Varsity Boys Basketball. Mead
Hall has increased the athletics budget to meet the needs of our expanding program with equipment and experienced coaches.

Coach Antonio Grant (pictured above right) leads Mead Hall's Athletics Department and is the head basketball coach.

A

former international professional basketball player, Coach Grant is a graduate of both New Hampton Preparatory School and the University
of South Carolina (Columbia), where he earned his bachelor’s degree in Business Management. He competed in the SEC with a team that
won the 1997 SEC championship and was invited twice to the NCAA tournament. Coach Grant was named to the All-SEC Freshman Team
and was awarded the Team MVP during his Senior Year. Coach Grant values all of our sports and has been expanding the offerings available
to our students over his 3 years at Mead Hall.

14 #WeAreMeadHall

Individual State Champions in
Cross Country and Golf

5

Region
Championships

Why Your Gift Matters
Your gifts directly support the operating budget, sustaining and enriching every aspect of the Mead
Hall experience.

The charts below illustrate our income and expenses for the 2020-2021 school year. Tuition normally covers approximately 90% of a Mead
Hall education. However, the 2020-2021 budget was affected positively by the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). This loan of $443,000
was forgiven so the Grants percentage of our income, which is normally under 1%, was instead 14%, and the Tuition percentage was reduced
to 75.5%. While the PPP will only be felt in the 2020-2021 budget, it had an extraordinary impact as it was intended. The Annual Fund is
essential to closing the budgetary gap between tuition income and the actual cost of educating each student. The Annual Fund serves
as a silent scholarship for every student at our school.
As our expenses indicate, the salaries and benefits of our employees comprise almost 80% of our budget. These are the teachers and staff
who are dedicated and essential to the education and support of our students each day. However, the amount of our tuition income makes it
challenging to fund the remainder of our operating costs. Therefore, growing the Annual Fund this year and in the future will make a
significant difference to what we can offer as a school, the campus improvements we can make, and the ability we have to keep tuition
affordable to our families.
In 2019-2020, the Annual Fund was budgeted to raise $150,000 to bridge the gap, but unfortunately, due to the pandemic we raised only
$54,090. This deficit in our budget and the remaining operating deficit was thankfully covered by the PPP funds received from the federal
government which also provided us the means to continue paying all of our employees after the school closed in the spring of 2020. Going
into 2020-2021, we budgeted much more cautiously for the Annual Fund at $75,000 of the annual budget. However, we did much better last
year and we exceeded our goal by raising $150,275 in 2020-2021, thanks to the generous financial support of parents, grandparents, faculty,
staff, trustees, alumni, church members, and friends. This allowed us to do more than we had hoped to enhance the education of our students
and improve our campus. The Annual Fund is essential in providing much of the gap between tuition revenue and operating costs so
that Mead Hall can provide an excellent and enriching education to our students.

INCOME

<1%

<1%

<1%
4%

5%
14%

76%

Miscellaneous Income
Scholarships
Pledge Payment for Mortgage
Annual Fund
Extracurricular, Summer Camps, & Store
Grants (13% from PPP)
Net Tuition & Fees
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Keeping Tuition Affordable
For the Annual Fund 2021 - 2022, we have budgeted to raise
$150,000, which would provide 4.6% of the annual operating
budget. Since last year we raised $150,000 with only 24%
participation from our school families, we are optimistic about
surpassing our goal this year by increasing the participation
of our families in Annual Fund giving this year.
Increasing the Annual Fund will keep our tuition affordable
and directly increase the value of the student experience.
Mead Hall offers significantly lower tuition when compared
to other private institutions in our area. You can see below
how affordable tuition rates are when compared to those of
other independent schools. It is vital to our mission to make
our school as accessible as possible, so gifts to the Annual
Fund help us to maintain low tuition rates.
The Enrollment Chart shows the growth of Mead Hall over the past five years. This growth in our school enrollment is a witness to the value
of the education and student experience that we offer to our families. The area of greatest growth has been in our upper school, which is
larger now than at any other point in our school’s history. A greater enrollment contributes significantly to the annual budget which allows us
to keep tuition as affordable as possible. Even with increased enrollment, our class sizes remain small, providing attention to the academic
success of our students.

Mead Hall offers significantly lower tuition when compared to other private schools in our area. The chart
below illustrates how affordable our tuition rates are compared to those of other independent schools.

Local & Regional
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Following the Money
Annual Fund impacts school programs
and improvements

Library on lower campus

Creation of a larger room to accommodate the Library/Media
Center to replace the formerly separate library and computer lab.
Renovation of the Lower School Music Room where students sing
and/or play simple instruments as music becomes a part of their
lives and they learn the theory and practice of music.

Renovated Music Room
Manipulative kits that will provide our lower school students with
the opportunity to internalize math concepts through hands-on
experiential learning.
Renovation of the Aiken Prep Campus playground this summer to
provide a safe and fun play area for our students’ unstructured and
community time at recess .
Strengthening and expanding our Athletics Program, including the
addition of boys baseball and girls softball last year, bowling and

Math Kits for hands on

a boys JV basketball team this year.
Replacement of the leaking roof on the Aiken Prep Campus
building that provides the space for study hall and extended care
for our middle and upper school students, keeping these seniors
and other students dry.
Renovation of the St. Thaddeus Campus Conference Room,
providing a welcoming space for parents and other guests when
attending conferences and meetings at the school.
Due to the cancellation of the middle and upper school trips the
school provided day trips at the end of the year to Gravatt Camp.

18 #WeAreMeadHall

Playground upper campus

Softball Team

Study Hall

The Annual Fund is an Investment
Challenging &
Innovative
academic programs
with Hands-on
Learning

Advanced Math
& Science
Curriculum

Arts Programs

ANNUAL
FUND

$150,000+
RAISED IN 2020 - 2021

Attract and Retain
Excellent Teachers

Modern Technology
& Network
Security

Theatre - Visual Art - Music

Equipping & Renovating
Our Facilities

Maintaining
commitment
to our athletics
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" M ANY HA ND S M A KE
L IG HT WO R K "
Meg Massie & Leslie Wyatt
Annual Fund Co-Chairs

F

irst of all, let us say: Thank you! Thank

of families donating to the Annual Fund. As

Any size gift will make an impact. What you

you to all the Panther families, staff and

our grandparents used to say, “Many hands

give is entirely up to you, but we hope that

students who have helped this wonderful

make light work.” Imagine what our Annual

Mead Hall will be a philanthropic priority

school of ours continue to thrive and to

Fund could achieve if we put ALL our hands

for every family and ask that you make a

endure the storms that have come our way

in together! We would ask each parent to

gift that is meaningful to you! So, who is

over the past year and a half. Our 2020-

contribute towards the Annual Fund, so

with us? Can you put your hand in towards

2021 Annual Fund was a huge success as

that we can continue to offer the wonderful

helping us maintain and exceed our Annual

we exceeded our original goal and raised

academic

Fund goals in order to build a stronger and

the largest amount in school history! While

activities and maintain our facilities, in

we strived to reach 100% participation,

order that Mead Hall can remain the highly

many of you may be shocked to learn that

respected school that it is.

programs,

extracurricular

more brilliant future for our children!

we reached $150,000 with just around 24%
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How can I donate
You can donate in several ways.
All pledges to Mead Hall can be paid throughout the
year between now and June 30, 2022. Cash donations
can be made by check, made payable to Mead Hall, and
returned to the Business Office or you can scan the QR
code on this page to link to Annual Fund.

Matching Gifts: Many employers match gifts made by
their employees or retirees to educational institutions.
The advancement office will gladly work with the
personnel department of your employer to arrange a
matching gift.

Online donations can be made through a secure
site that will accept your credit card payment at
meadhallschool.org through the "Annual Fund" button
on the Home Page.

Asset Donations: Some donors prefer to transfer
ownership of securities, life insurance policies, or real
estate to Mead Hall. The advancement office will work
with your agent to process a matching gift.

All Annual Fund gifts are tax deductible. Every gift, no
matter the size, makes a difference.

Planned Gifts and Bequests: Mead Hall may be named
as a benefactor of your estate or of a planned gift. Please
contact the advancement office for more information.

Gifts of Cash: Most gifts to Mead Hall are in the form
of cash, check, or credit card. Gifts may be mailed
to the advancement office or processed online at
meadhallschool.org
20 #WeAreMeadHall

Memorials and Honorarium: Any gift may be
designated a memorial or honorarium to recognize a
special person or event.
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LL

Honor
Roll of
OP
Donors
AL SC
E

ANNUAL FUND
Leadership Circle
($25,000 +)
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Wyatt
George H. Mead Jr. Society
($10,000.00 to $24,999.00)
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Mindaugus Statkus
Dr. & Mrs. Richard A. Waugh
Mrs. Thomas Hitchcock Society
($5,000.00 to $9,999.00)
Mrs. Francine Alsbrooks
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Kisner
Mrs. Elizabeth J. Witham
1916,1933 & 1955
Founders’ Society
($1,916.00 to $4,999.00)
Abrams Medical, LLC
Aiken Veterinary, Dr. & Mrs. Groover
Mr. & Mrs. Albert C. Bostwick
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Brown
Carroll Farms, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Massey
Mr. & Mrs. Edward R. Reynolds
Mr. & Mrs. W. Graham Reynolds
The Rev. Dr. Frank D. Sawyer &
Mrs. Ginnelle Elliott
Mrs. Melvis Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Wilhelm
Howard Hickey Society
($1,000.00 to $1,915.00)
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Brown III
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher C. Connor
Ms. Deborah Cooper
Mr. Howard M. Hickey Jr. &
Dr. Linda Hickey
Mr. & Mrs. Gibert Kennedy Sr.
Dr. & Mrs. George King II
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Mr. & Mrs. George S. King III
Margaret Mellon Hitchcock Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Vaughan Massie
Dr. & Mrs. Russ Merritt
Dr. & Mrs. T. Mark Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Minter
Mr. Brian & Mrs. Joanne Morton
Mr. & Mrs. Leland Reynolds
Mr. & Mrs. Russ W. Schwalbert
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Warner
Headmaster’s Circle
($500.00 to $999.00)
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Akins
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Akins
The Barner Group
Mr. & Mrs. Ira E. Coward II
Mr. & Mrs. William Doran
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Farmer
Mr. & Mrs. James Flory
Mr. & Mrs. Brien Grande
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Hardy Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. John Herron
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Huff
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hull-Ryde
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Johnston
Ms. Olga Kuzmenkova
Mr. & Mrs. Duval Lawrence
Dr. Peter Mailloux &
Dr. Suzanne Ozment
Dr. & Mrs. Vahid Majidi
Mr. & Mrs. Toby Marks
Mr. & Mrs. Jenkins Meyer
Mr. David Nichols
Regions Bank
Dr. & Mrs. Sidney F. Rhoades
Mr. Owen N. Sellar
Mr. Kendt Shull & Dr. Melanie Shull
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Simons
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Stanley
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Thomas

Dr. & Mrs. Ray Vaughters Jr.
Mr. Boyd Wiedenman &
Dr. Charlotte Wiedenman
The Rev. & Mrs. Grant Wiseman
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Young
Sen. & Mrs. Tom Young Jr.
Mead Hall, Aiken Prep,
Aiken Day Family
($0.00 to $499.00)
Mr. and Mrs. Leland Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Alkema
Mr. & Mrs. Russ Andrew
Anonymous
Mr. Garrett Arvizu &
Dr. Lindsay Roy
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Bauers Jr.
Mrs. Catherine Beadles
Mr. & Mrs. George Becker Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Benton
Mr. & Mrs. Hemang Bhavsar
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Boyd
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathon Brooks
Ms. Michele Bryce
Mr. & Mrs. James Robert Calfee Jr.
Ms. Victoria Cetrone
Ms. Eileen Chisari
Mr. & Mrs. David Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Clarke
Mr. & Mrs. Yates Coleman
Mr. James Collins
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Crump
Ms. Kira Djolic
Mr. & Mrs. Corey Doolittle
Dr. Heather Driessen
Mr. & Mrs. Derek Dugan
Mr. & Mrs. Joshua Elvis
Dr. Monty Fetterolf &
Dr. Cathy Cobb
Mr. & Mrs. Charles R. Fliflet
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Gable
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy A. Goodson
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Gurley
Ms. Rebecca Gutierrez
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Hale
Mr. & Mrs. Graham Hall
Mr. & Mrs. David Hanna
Mr. & Mrs. David Henley
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Higbee
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Hiniker
Mr. Thomas Hitchcock III
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Houck
Mr. Andrea & Dr. Cicily Huskey
Mr. & Mrs. Clay Ingram
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher P. Jones
Mr. Clifford Leonard Jr.

Mead Hall, Aiken Prep,
Aiken Day Family
($0.00 to $499.00) continued...
Dr. Robert Lofgren Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Loose
Mr. & Mrs. Charles I. Major
Dr. & Mrs. Warren Marinaccio
Mr. Jason & Dr. Laura McAlhaney
Mrs. Ashley McKellar
Mr. & Mrs. Charles F. Miller
Minor Foundation Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Saverio Moccia
Ms. Ella Morton
Mrs. Kathryn Nowlin
Ms. Glenda Odom
Mr. & Mrs. Kenny Odom
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Parrott
Mr. Phil Perkins & Dr. Jeri Parris
Mr. Glenn & Dr. Felicia Pontoo
Mrs. Victoria Premaza
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Robert Robinson
Ms. Rebecca Rogan
Mr. & Mrs. Les Rue,
in honor of Anne Fenton & Mac Massie
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Schweder
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Sheehan
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Shelton
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Simons
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn W. Siry
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph M. Sokolik
Dr. & Mrs. Clifford Staggs
Mr. & Mrs. Clarke Stanford
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Stewart
Dr. & Mrs. Shane Stewart
Mrs. Kathryn Sturkey
Mr. & Mrs. Ervin Swearingen
Ms. Karen Tarbox
Mr. & Mrs. Francis A. Townsend Jr.
Mr. Stephen Kraus &
Mrs. Valorie Vance-Kraus
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Bauer Vaughters III
Mr. & Mrs. William Victor
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald H. Wade

Mr. Aaron Washington
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Willing
Ms. Rebekah Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wood
Mrs. Karen K. Wozniak
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Young Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Joseph Zeller
Mr. Zhi Yang and Mrs. Hui Zhang
SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS:
Joseph Harris Scholarship Fund;
Harrington Scholarship Fund;
Headmaster’s Scholarship Fund
Mrs. Claudia Adams
in honor of Rev. Dr. Frank Sawyer’s
50th birthday
Mrs. Catherine Beadles
Business Men’s Club
in memory of Gasper Loren Toole III
Mr. & Mrs. Ira E. Coward II
in memory of Gasper Loren Toole III
Garnetts Ltd., Dr. & Mrs. S. Taylor Garnett
in memory of Tommy Waller
Dr. Peter Mailloux &
Dr. Suzanne Ozment
in honor of Rev. Dr. Frank Sawyer’s
50th birthday
Dr. R. Vaughan & Mrs. Massie
in honor of Rev. Dr. Frank Sawyer’s
50th birthday
Mead Hall Sunday Donations
Ms. Kathryn Mershon
in memory of Tommy Waller
Mrs. Joanne Morton
in memory of Tommy Waller
Mr. & Mrs. Leland Reynolds
in honor of Rev. Dr. Frank Sawyer’s
50th birthday
Sage Valley Golf Foundation
The Rev. Dr. Sawyer &
Mrs. Ginnelle Elliott
Ms. Vivianne Schaefer
in memory of Tommy Waller
Ms. Jane Scott
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Slidell
Dr. & Mrs. Burton Tiffany
in appreciation of Tim Mansell
Mrs. Marcia Trepagnier
in memory of Della Ruth Bailey
Mrs. Henrietta Wade
in memory of Tommy Waller
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Waugh
in honor of Rev. Dr. Frank Sawyer’s
50th birthday
The Rev. & Mrs. Grant Wiseman
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Young, Sr.
in honor of Delly Young

PANTHER CLUB (BOOSTER)
Presenting Sponsors
Augusta DieZel,
The Pemberton Family
Toby Marks Development,
The Marks Family
The Massey Family
The Vaughters Family
Panther Pride Sponsors
Abrams Medical, The Abrams Family
The Bey & Surrency Family
The Brown Family
Carolina Musculoskeletal Institute, PA ,
The Massie Family
Carroll Farms, Ms. Mary Carroll
The Connor Family
Drill Team CSRA, Mr. Antonio Grant
Equus Events, The Godard Family
The Farmer Family
The Harper Family
Highfield Progressive Show Jumping,
Mrs. Cathy Cram
The Houck Family
Innovative Solutions, The Warner Family
Kitfox Pediatric Dentistry, The Akins Family
Laidback Outdoor Power LLC,
The Boyd Family
Morton Builders, Mr. John Carroll
Project Victory Gardens,
The Rutter Family
The Rhoades Family
The Shapell Family
Stanley Builders, The Stanley Family
SME CPA’s, The Stewart Family
The Turner Family
Warner Grading Co.
The Wilson Family
The Wiseman Family
The Wolcott Family
The Wyatt Family
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SCHOOL PROGRAM GIFTS
Athletics Program
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Massey
Mr. David Miller & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Bauer Vaughters III
APC Harrington Hall Restoration
Ro Sham Beaux LLC,
Mr. & Mrs. William Rogers Jr.
Band Program
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Farmer
Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Goodson
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Loose
Mr. & Mrs. Toby Marks
Lt. Col. Ricketts
Ms. Courtney Rugg
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Joseph Zeller
Tribute Gifts
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Alexander
in memory of Nora Llewellyn
Mrs. Deborah Brooks
in memory of Nora Llewellyn
Ms. Margaret E. Copenhaver
in honor of Wheatly Benton
Garnetts Ltd., Dr. & Mrs. S. Taylor Garnett
in memory of Nora Llewellyn
Mr. & Mrs. William Hardy Jr.
in memory of Nora Llewellyn
Mr. John Klett
in memory of Della Ruth Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Lacher
in memory of Annie Hawkins
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Moore III
in memory of Nora Llewellyn
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Riddick
in memory of Mrs. Sherran Pepper
Mr. & Mrs. Les Rue
in memory of Nora Llewellyn
St. Johns Methodist Women
in memory of Susan Ann Walke
New School Bus
Anonymous
St. Thaddeus Campus HVAC
Anonymous Family Foundation
Painting in the Steven-McLelland Bldg.
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Akins
Dr. and Mrs. Burton Tiffany
Other Gifts
Picnic Tables (APC) & Outdoor Mats (STC)
The Carroll Family
The Harper Family
The Hilton Family
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The Kisner Family
The Massie Family
The Rogers Family
The Sarmiento Family
The Shappell Family
The Victor Family
MERCHANT CERTIFICATE PROGRAMS
Amazon Prime Smile
Box Tops for Education
Coca-Cola Give
Kroger Community Reward
Lands’ End Rewards
Publix Partners
SRP Affinity Card Program
IN-KIND DONATIONS
Augusta DieZel, The Pemberton Family
The Beaulieu Family
The Bruckner Family
The Cram Family
The Farmer Family
The Goodson Family
The Goodwin Family
The Hilton Family
The Inman Family
Innovative Solutions
The Flickinger & Janssen Family
The Marks Family
The Reynolds Family
The Schultz Family
The Schweder Family
The Stilp Family
True Value
The Watt Family
The Wolfe Family
The Wyatt Family

Piano for Lower School Music
Given in memory of former teacher
Sue Walke by Circle 9 of St. John's
Methodist Church
GRANTS
DDS Cares Grant I
DDS Cares Grant II
EANS Grant
Payroll Protection Program
SRS - Innovative Teaching Mini Grants
Instructional Mini Grants for Service
Learning
MEAD HALL SUNDAY OFFERINGS
On Mead Hall Sunday, students and
parents are encouraged to participate
at this Sunday service as greeters,
ushers, readers, acolytes, and singers
to celebrate the Mead Hall and St.
Thaddeus community. All offerings on
this day supplement the scholarship
funds. We thank you all who
participated in 2020!

IN MEMORIAM
Mr. James Osborne Martin, Past Headmaster
We remember and give thanks for the

Martin came to Mead Hall after retiring

brought his faithful witness to his work

inspiring life of Mr. Jim Martin who

from his distinguished career as a teacher,

daily at Mead Hall, upholding the mission

entered into rest on February 16, 2021. Mr.

principal and area superintendent in Aiken

of our school as a place where all of our

Martin served as the Headmaster of Mead

County Schools. We are thankful for his

students are known and loved as children

Hall Episcopal School from 1997 to 2002.

dedication and service that he gave to

of God. His life touched so many in such

Jim Martin was born in Blackville, SC to

Mead Hall. He has left memories with his

a positive way that he will always remain

the late Nicholas Valentine Martin, Sr. and

students, the faculty and staff with whom

a powerful inspiration to those who knew

Mary Ulela “Lela” Osborne Martin. He

he worked with during their tenures. He

him. We are so thankful that God brought

was a 1958 graduate of Blackville High

was defined by his Christian faith and

Jim Martin to the leadership of Mead Hall.

School, a 1962 graduate of the University
of South Carolina and he received his
Masters in Education from Western
Carolina University. Mr. Martin began
his distinguished career in education as a
teacher at Salley High School and Aiken
High School. He later became the principal
at Paul Knox Junior High School and North
Augusta High School. Mr. Martin retired as
Area II Superintendent in Aiken County in
1995 and in 1997 became the Headmaster
of Mead Hall Episcopal School. He was an
active member of the First Baptist Church
of North Augusta, where he was a deacon,
taught Sunday school and served on the
personnel and finance committees. Mr.
Martin had a servant’s heart and enjoyed
volunteering his time with The Gideons
International and served as trustee of the
Paul Knox Educational Endowment for 17
years, while serving the last five years as
Chairman.
Mead Hall Episcopal School was very
blessed to have Jim Martin, a wonderfully
gifted administrator at the helm. As Mr.
25

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
Katarina Zotovic '17
continues her studies at
Cambridge University

I

graduated from Emory University this past May 2021, and in a
few weeks I am off to England to begin my Master of Philosophy

in Criminology at the University of Cambridge. The University
is made up of 31 distinct colleges and I have accepted admission
to Hughes Hall, a college that was first established for female
graduate students in 1885! During this Master’s program, I intend
to continue the research I was doing with a professor in a prison
during my semester abroad in Milan studying the intersection of
healthcare and the justice system, specifically analyzing courtordered treatments for mentally ill perpetrators. I hope to research
the Anglo-Saxon law and underlying criminological theories to
understand its influence on the UK’s modern-day crime policies,
recidivism rates, and incarceration protocol with a focus on the
confluence of mental health and crime. My graduate courses and
year-long research at Cambridge’s Institute of Criminology will
culminate into a lengthy dissertation exploring the necessities of
a more codified ethical convergence of the healthcare and justice
systems. I hope to bring this work back to the States to help reform
our criminal justice system from the policy level and throughout the
sentencing process and incarceration.
The desire I have to pursue this started with my senior project at
Mead Hall in 2017 titled “”The United States Judicial System: Is
It Failing Our Mentally Ill?”” I investigated prison protocol for
mentally ill defendants in the United States compared to Germany
and Denmark, only dreaming of actually being able to study in
Europe and work in their prisons, continuing research on the
very topic I was presenting about to our local community in the
auditorium of the Aiken Prep Campus at nearly 18 years old. I am
forever grateful to Mead Hall - all of my teachers, faculty, and
friends - for encouraging and supporting my research and academic

pursuits while I was a student there and still long after.”
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OUR LEGACY SCHOOLS
The Aiken Preparatory School - Established 1916
Aiken Prep was founded by Louise “Lulie” Hitchcock in 1916
as a boarding school for Winter Colony boys in fourth through
eighth grades to teach them to be “junior gentlemen.” One
of the original parcels of land assembled for the school came
from the Episcopal Church, and, on Sunday mornings, Aiken
Prep boarding students would walk to church at St. Thaddeus.
Aiken Prep became co-ed in a merger with Aiken Day in 1989
and added a high school in 2000. Heads of School included
Frederick Tabor, Harold Fletcher, and Bob Harrington. The
history of Aiken Prep is captured in Forever Flourishing: The
History of Aiken Preparatory School, by Donald M. Law, 1992.

The Aiken Day School - Established 1933
Aiken Day was founded by Mrs. George Mead, Mrs. Robert
McKim, and Mrs. McCullough Miller as a Winter Colony
school for their daughters and younger sons. The first tutoring
classes were held in an apartment. In 1933 Flora Miller offered
the Joye Cottage Squash Court as a home for the school. The
first three students were from the Mead, Tower, and von Stade
families. After third grade, the boys transferred to Aiken Prep,
and the girls continued at Aiken Day. In 1967 Aiken Day moved
to the former home of Mrs. George Bostwick, and in 1989 it
merged with Aiken Prep. Former heads of school include Miriam
Prentice, Margaret Radford, Bob Harrington, and Scott Lacher.

Mead Hall Episcopal School - Established 1955
Mead Hall was named for George Mead, Jr., who graduated from
Aiken Prep in 1932 as an honor student, recipient of the Palmetto
Award, and captain of multiple sports teams. His name is prominent
on the Aiken Prep honor walls. When he was killed in World War
II, his father, a trustee of Aiken Prep, gave his Winter Colony home,
The Pillars, to St. Thaddeus Episcopal Church to form a parish day
school in memory of his son. Mead Hall held classes in The Pillars
until 1965 when it moved to its present location at St. Thaddeus.
Before the merger with Aiken Prep in 2012, Mead Hall served
students in preschool through the eighth grade. Former heads of
school include Joseph Harris, James O. Martin and Katherine B.
Gordon.
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Mead Hall Episcopal School
619 Barnwell Avenue NW
Aiken, South Carolina 29801

Support Mead Hall with a gift to
the Annual Fund on Giving Day!
3 Pathways to Give:
Scan the QR Code below and give a donation to
Mead Hall on our website.
Visit the website and give through the Annual Fund
button on our homepage: meadhallschool.org
Send a check in the enclosed envelope to Mead
Hall and mark the envelope with "Giving Day
donation".
All gifts received up to and including the week of
Giving Day will be celebrated as part of Giving Day.
Let's make Giving Day an important step forward to
our goal of raising $150,000 this year for the Mead
Hall Annual Fund!
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