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IN THE LOOP

From the Head of School

M E A D  H A L L  E P I S C O P A L  S C H O O L

This week we begin the fourth quarter of the school year, which puts us in the home stretch of teaching
and learning for 2020-2021. As I look back on the year thus far, I am thankful that we have opened the
school each day and provided instruction for our students both on campus and remotely as we planned
and hoped. We have been so blessed while millions of schoolchildren across America were not able to
be in school each day and have had their education negatively impacted. The blessings of having our
kids in school has been made possible by the faith, commitment and effort of our faculty and our
families.
 
However, this year has not been without its disruptions, including quarantines required by the state and
for the health of all, mask breaks which were necessary for the wellbeing of our students, as well as
the times when home internet was spotty and technology disappointed us. As we see the end of the
year on the horizon, it is Mead Hall’s goal to ensure that our students are prepared for the next stage
of their education, seniors for college and the rest of our students for the next grade. It is also our plan
to provide our year end events with as much normalcy and celebration as possible, while continuing to
provide a safe and healthy environment for our whole school community through the observation of
CDC and DHEC guidelines.  
 
While this year has had its disruptions, we are taking time to reflect and prepare academically for the
next school year, as we seek to strengthen the curriculum and improve our teaching and use of
technology. I am grateful to our teachers and administrators who have devoted time to planning and
improvement during a challenging year. However, educating during the pandemic has provided us the
opportunity to see things with fresh eyes and see possibilities to make our academic program and
school community stronger.
 
With the difficulties of this pandemic year, we may have drawn back and been beset by the worries and
concerns of ourselves and our families. This is an understandable reality. At the same time, I have
seen a lot of care being shown to those who have struggled this year, which is the Christian response
to those in need. As we feel our hope strengthening and our future brighter, I hope that we will grow
even stronger for the service of others and embody Christ’s call to love God and our neighbors as
ourselves.
 
I wish you all a blessed Season of Lent, and afterwards a joyful Easter,
 
Frank Sawyer

https://www.instagram.com/meadhallepiscopalschool/
https://www.facebook.com/meadhallschool
https://twitter.com/MeadHallSchool
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD51I9fNGJF5ytrPl_E-sAg
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Last Friday we celebrated Science Experience Day on the Saint Thaddeus campus. All students
from 3K through grade four enjoyed science activities and experiments in classrooms and around
campus. It was an exciting and fun time of learning for each child. 

STC CELEBRATES SCIENCE
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Officer Eleanor Hunter with Aiken Public Safety
spoke to the 7th grade about gangs in preparation
for their reading of The Outsiders. Officer Hunter
shared facts and answered questions. Her
responses will be used by the students in their
upcoming essays on why teenagers join gangs.

7TH GRADE PREPS FOR NEXT READ

6th grade band members are eager to start book 2
of their method learning. This is usually reserved
for 2nd quarter of 7th grade band, but, because
this year's students have excelled and learned at
such a rapid pace, they have started early. 

6TH GRADE BAND EAGER TO LEARN

Senior Reagan Houck recently merited the honor of
being named the DAR's Good Citizen  for her qualities
of dependability, service, leadership and patriotism in
her home, school and community. Selected by her
teachers and peers because she demonstrated these
qualities to an outstanding degree, Reagan is pictured
at right with DAR representatives who came to Mead
Hall to present her with her award. 

HOUCK NAMED 
DAR GOOD CITIZEN
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Annual Fund gifts make Mead Hall's extraordinary education possible by allowing us to continue our
philosophy of 'intentionally small'. This means every student benefits from optimal class sizes,
interactive classroom technology, expansive arts and athletics programs, leadership opportunities
for all children, and continuous professional development for our dedicated faculty. Each year, the
Annual Fund represents a critical part of the school's budget as it helps to bridge the gap in the
operating deficit – the difference between tuition and what it costs to provide an enriching
education. Annual Fund gifts are tax deductible. Every gift, no matter the size, makes a difference. 

Every year Mead Hall offers a challenging academic program in a nurturing Christian environment
where students of all ages have the opportunity to thrive. The generosity of our parents, trustees,
and friends, as well as the dedication of our faculty and staff makes this possible. Supporting the
Annual Fund is an investment in our children. I feel blessed each day that I see our students
learning and growing at Mead Hall and I encourage you to pledge a gift that make an immeasurable
difference in their lives.

Faithfully, 
Dr. Frank Sawyer
Head of School

CLIMBING

Let's Keep
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Our goal is in sight!

https://www.meadhallschool.org/support-mead-hall/
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The Beta Club and Junior Beta Club
sponsored a blood drive last week.  Thank
you to everyone who donated, especially
our first-time donors!

PANTHERS GIVE
WITH HEART

Fr. Grant and Mrs. Wiseman shared some puppy love on Wednesday, February 24 during lunch.
The 7th through 12th graders enjoyed the stress relief provided by puppy kisses and cuddles. The
puppies were fostered by the Wiseman family and have since been adopted by families in Rhode
Island.
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PUPPY LOVE AT APC
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Mary Jo Wilson, who made the presentation, managed the library and taught library skills for
many years at Mead Hall. 
Mimi Wiland taught Kindergarten at Mead Hall in the early 90’s. Her daughter was fortunate that
Sue Ann was her beloved 2nd grade teacher at Mead Hall! 
Frankie Lambright taught 5th grade for 9 years and was Frankie Pendergast at the time.
Carolyn Heffner taught PE and did a lot of substitute teaching for about 12 or 15 years, retiring
in 2005. Her three children also went to Mead Hall. 
Audrey Osteen had a son and daughter attend Mead Hall for elementary school, and her
daughter attended Aiken Prep for middle school and one year of high school. 

We recently had funds for the purchase of a piano donated by the St. John United Methodist
Church Circle 9. This gift is in honor of Mrs. Sue Ann Walke, a retired Mead Hall music and second
grade teacher and member of the circle who passed away this year. The group had the opportunity
to see our current music teacher, Mrs. Lindroth, in action as she taught a class of students outside,
which they enjoyed very much. 
The following members of the Circle, pictured here, participated in the presentation: 

We thank these ladies and Circle 9 for this generous gift!
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MRS. WALKE'S MEMORY HONORED WITH DONATION
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Recently, eighth grader Caroline Johnston was named the second place Middle School Essay Winner in the 2020 Aiken
Community Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration. With her permission, we have printed her winning essay below.

LEADERS AGAINST INJUSTICE
In the 1960s, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. fought against racial injustices. Through peaceful protests, Dr. King’s
actions led to desegregation in America. Even after his assasination on April 4, 1968, he continued to inspire
people all over the world to fight all types of injustices. A few leaders who exemplify Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s words, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere” are Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Dorothy Height,
and Ida B. Wells.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg was a strong woman who was crucial in fighting for gender equality. In the 1970s,
she co-founded the American Civil Liberties Union’s Women’s Rights Project. The project helped pass laws
protecting pregnant women from being fired or not considered for a job because of their pregnancy, allowing
women to have their own bank account without a male signature, and making jury duty something that women
must do along with men. Then, in 1993, Justice Ginsburg was appointed to the Supreme Court by President
Clinton, becoming the second woman and first Jewish woman to serve in this position. During her time as the
Supreme Court Justice, she passionately fought to make all state-funded schools allow girls, had an immensly
important vote in allowing same-sex marriages, and made it ‘cool’ for girls to be smart. She accomplished all of
this, and much more, before becoming the first woman to lay in-state after her death on September 18, 2020.
Her many actions fought against injustice all over the country, and truly paved the way for gender equality.

Dr. Dorothy Height stood up for civil rights alongside Dr. King. In 1937, she joined the Harlem Young Women’s
Christian Association and led the integration of each chapter. While volunteering with the YWCA, Height met
Mary McLeod Bethune, who inspired her to get involved with the National Council of Negro Women. With the
NCNW, Height focused on stopping the lynching of African-Americans. She then ran for the organization’s 4th
president and won. Becoming the NCNW’s president meant that she was one of the main organizers of the
March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom where many leaders, such as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., gave
their famous speeches. Although she had received many accolades for public speaking, Height was not invited
to address the crowd. Dr. Height continued to serve as the NCNW’s president until 1997. In recent years, she
has been awarded with the Congressional Gold Medal and was honored with a stamp in 2017 for Black History
Month. Dr. Dorothy Height made a huge impact on civil rights in America.

Although Ida B. Wells predates Martin Luther King Jr., she still exemplifies his words. In 1884, Wells was
travelling on a train with a first class ticket, when she was thrown off because of the color of her skin. She took
this issue to court and won on a local level, but was dismissed by the federal court. Soon after, a friend of hers
was a victim of lynching. This inspired her to focus more on white mob violence and why it was happening.
After some investigative work, Wells published her conclusions in the local newspapers. Local newspaper
readers were outraged when they saw her articles. Threats started flying in left and right toward Ida, and she
had to flee from her home in Memphis for Chicago. A few years later, Wells began travelling internationally,
educating people of foreign countries on lynching. She also was a founder of the National Association of
Colored Women’s Club. This club focused on women’s suffrage and civil rights. Ida B. Wells certainly paved he
way for civil rights and inspired many leaders to do the same.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Dorothy Height, and Ida B. Wells bring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s quote, “Injustice is a
threat to justice everywhere” to life. These heroes have changed the course of modern day life in America.
Without them, races would still be segregated, women would not have the right to vote, and the country would
be a malicious place. Injustices still do occur, but thanks to the people who are brave enough to stand up for
their rights and the rights of others, maybe one day the world can be rid of all of the unjust and unfair systems
it currently has.
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Kindergarten and first-grade students enjoyed learning how to take care of their teeth with an
exciting presentation from Kitfox Dental.

THANK YOU, KITFOX DENTAL!
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Mead Hall PtO News

Strawberry Festival T-Shirt Pre-Orders start next week!! Everyone
who purchases a t-shirt will be able to wear it to school on Friday,
April 23rd. The Strawberry Festival will be held Saturday, April
24th at Aiken Prep Campus. 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL ’21:
“JUST ROLL WITH IT”
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THANK YOU to our wonderful parents who supplied our faculty and
staff with delicious breakfast items and fun mailbox treats last week

during Teacher Appreciation! 

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK

Chick-Fil-A Lunch Day on both APC and STC campuses will take place
on April 1st to kick off spring break! Order Forms will be sent home the
week of March 22nd.  Forms for STC will be blue and forms for APC
will be green. 

CHICK FIL-A LUNCH DAY KICKS
OFF SPRING BREAK

The next PTO Meeting will be Friday, March 26th at 4:00 p.m.  
For more information, email pto@meadhallschool.org.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR


