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People who know me well
understand and accept my
fondness for independent schools.
Having grown up on the south side
of Columbus, Ohio, my elementary
and middle schools were, to me,
beacons of hope, public education
at best and the only type of
education I ever knew. From
Kindergarten to 6th grade, I walked
15 minutes to and from school
every day, regardless of the
temperature outside and almost
always in snow and ice that paid
no attention to the knee-high
boots, specifically designed to
shield my feet from the blistering
cold winds. Until I actually googled
it, I always thought that my walk
was at least 3 miles.

My last year of middle school was the beginning of “Busing”, which was our city’s response to segregation
and, instead of me walking to the middle school in my neighborhood, a bus picked us up and transported us
across town. A few months into the school year, Dr. Smith, our school counselor encouraged me to look
seriously at my high school options and, without really knowing why, I fell in love with the idea of attending
an independent school.

While my high school years were many moons ago, I find that some of the same threads of what I
discovered at my school are also evident here at Mead Hall. First and foremost, when I arrived at my
school as a freshman, I immediately discovered a caring faculty, devoted to helping me be and do my best.
For example, I found it quite easy to talk with Mrs. Hardwick, my English teacher, even though she returned
several of my essays painted with red ink pen marks.  Yet, my conferences with her were some of my most
meaningful and treasured moments; not only did she teach me the mechanics of writing (after many tears), 
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she also exposed me to the joy of reading literature, comparing and contrasting poetry, and listening to
classical music.

Some of my other favorite things included spending hours in the art room with Mr. Potter who had this
intense belief that anyone with an ounce of will and fierce dedication coupled with a strong desire to create
art could do so. I have fond memories of hearing the excitement in his voice when he was sharing his
techniques. Expectations were high in every class, but everyone was there to help you succeed. So, when I
entered my Spanish class, for example, no one was permitted to speak English and, when we would
struggle, Ms. Just would look encouraging, and the minute she heard us try to speak English, she’d help us
pronounce the words correctly, and in Spanish of course! Mr. Cobb and his Latin helped strengthen my
vocabulary, Mr. Hendrix taught history as if he was right there fighting in the civil war, Mr. Johnson
challenged us to look at poetry with a critical ear and Mrs. Hoagland always found time after school to help
anyone who needed it.

And then there’s the conversations with faculty over meals, the comfort in knowing that my books would be
left untouched in the hallway and the comradery that I felt from being a part of the basketball team, even
though I was only the manager. We were all there together, learning different perspectives, challenging
each other’s views and wrestling with adolescence in the comfort of a caring, close-knit community. We
made many mistakes, went before the honor council which consisted of our peers and accepted our
consequences with dignity. We did not change schools, nor were we asked to do so. And through it all, we
learned resilience. More importantly, we grew up during those 4 years of high school and headed to
colleges and universities across the nation.

So when I arrived at the Aiken Prep Campus just 4 years ago, it felt strikingly familiar. The auditorium, the
classrooms, the smells, the architecture, the art room, the faculty, the soccer field, the band cottage, and
even the noises from the building settling. Perhaps you felt the same way when touring one or both
campuses. Or perhaps you fell in love with one of the characteristics below? 

● Was it the quality of the academics? 
● Was it your child’s friendships? 
● Was it the teachers? 
● Was it our flexibility? 
● Perhaps you like our athletic program? 
● Or our art classes? 
● The independence and freedom that we          
   give to your children? 
● The plays they perform in?

● The way their teachers treat them? 
● Do they see themselves growing? 
● Are they becoming more curious? 
● Are they learning to be critical thinkers? 
● Are they discovering the joy of writing? 
● Are they mastering technology? 
● Are they becoming aware of who they are?
● Are they considerate of other 
   perspectives?

It is my hope that Mead Hall is not only meeting your expectations but also teaching your child to
be and do his/her best. It is my hope that Mead Hall is the independent school that you’ve always
been looking for. 

“Independent schools nurture intellectual curiosity, stimulate personal growth, encourage critical

thinking, and promote a lifelong love of learning. More students in independent schools enroll in

advanced courses than in public, parochial, and other private schools.” 

~National Association of Independent Schools, retrieved from https://parents.nais.org/
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Please join us for sounds and celebrations of the season
as the 5th grade drama students present "Reindeer
Revolt" and the Mead Hall Bands present their Christmas
Concert on Friday, Dec 11 at 2:15 pm.  Parents of the
performers are welcome to socially distance and join us
on the APC soccer field for the performance.  All Mead
Hall friends, family, and supporters are welcome to join
us virtually for the live stream of the performance at
https://youtu.be/1ssN1DHhZZQ.

Senior Emmie Barth has been selected as one of
South Carolina’s top 30 semifinalists to remain in the
2021 US Senate Youth Scholarship Competition.  As
one of the top 30 highest scoring nominees, Emmie
will move to Round Two of the scholarship
competition in which she will have two assignments:
a written essay prepared on the topic provided by
The Hearst Foundation, sponsor of the US Senate
Scholarship Program, and a digital presentation
highlighting her interest and participation in student
and local government. Congratulations, Emmie!

Make a difference this holiday. Shop for gifts
at smile.amazon.com/ch/46-1072201 to
generate donations for Mead Hall Charitable
Foundation and check out our AmazonSmile
Charity Lists to donate items we need most.

LET YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

TO CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS

You're Invited

BARTH MOVES TO ROUND 2!
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Mead Hall PtO News

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR CHICK-FIL-A LUNCH!

24oz Mead Hall Logo Tervis Tumblers with lid for sale 

$20 each 
To purchase, visit the school store or 

email PTO@meadhallschool.org to purchase

The PTO will be hosting a Chick-Fil-A Fundraiser lunch for Aiken Prep Campus on Friday,
December 11th and for St. Thaddeus Campus on Tuesday, December 15th.   Pre-Order
Forms will be sent with students and via e-mail and must be returned by the specified
deadline.   Menu items for purchase will include Chick-Fil-A Sandwiches, Nuggets, Waffle
Chips, and Chocolate Chunk Cookies.
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Submit this form for 
APC lunch by 

TUESDAY, 12/8

Submit this form for 
STC lunch by 

THURSDAY, 12/10
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HELP BETA CLUB FILL BOXES FOR ACTS
The Mead Hall Beta Club is supporting the ACTS Feed the Need project in order to help
feed Aiken County families for the holidays. We have a goal to support 5 BOXES to be
delivered to ACTS at the start of Christmas break. Please bring any of the items on the list
below from ACTS during the next two weeks and deposit them under the Mead Hall
Christmas tree in the parlor area.  The last day we will be taking items is Wednesday,
December 16th, then Beta Club will organize the items into boxes for delivery.  Thank you
in advance for your support of this important community project!
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cookies
for a
cause

Bring money or clothing donation

1 Garbage Bag of Clothing = 1 Bake Sale Treat

Proceeds donated to ACTS

D E C E M B E R  1 1        A P C  L U N C H

Junior Beta Club's

SAVE THE DATE

March 19, 2021
Cedar Creek Golf Club

Panther Club Golf Tournament

Information on how to register coming in January!

DECEMBER 4 , 2020 PAGE | 06



IN THE LOOP

DECEMBER 4 , 2020 PAGE | 07



IN THE LOOP

DECEMBER 24, 2020
Please choose one service to allow the maximum number of people 

to attend a Christmas service 

4:00PM CHRISTMAS PAGEANT, EUCHARIST SERVICE  
@ THE PREP CAMPUS 

(no reservation required; please bring your chair)

7:00PM EUCHARIST SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY 

10:45PM EUCHARIST SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY 

DECEMBER 25, 2020
10:00AM EUCHARIST SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY 

Sign up here for indoor services :

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/5080a45a4aa28a0fe3-christmas

If you need help signing up or have questions, 

please call the church office at 803-648-5497.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
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Christmas Service Schedule

Our School...Our Church
NEWS & EVENTS FROM ST. THADDEUS,  AIKEN

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/5080a45a4aa28a0fe3-christmas
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Now Enrolling for January 2021!
Share the News with Friends & Family

Limited spaces available in select grades
Small class sizes
First-rate faculty

100% College Acceptance
Lunch included in the tuition

Apply now at www.meadhallschool.org or 
contact the Admissions Office at (803) 648 - 3223

http://www.meadhallschool.org/

