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As our accreditor, SAIS ensures that Mead Hall meets high standards in independent school
education.  Accreditation with SAIS takes place every five years, and Mead Hall was most
recently reaccredited in 2017.  SAIS describes the accreditation as follows:

Accreditation is a voluntary process of self-evaluation and continuous improvement that reflects

compliance with required standards/indicators, involves a self-study, and includes a peer review

by educators from other schools. SAIS accreditation is designed specifically for independent

schools. The process respects and recognizes each school's story, culture, history, mission, and

goals, while still fulfilling stringent and focused compliance requirements.

Our membership in SAIS sets high standards for Mead Hall as an independent school and
provides us with support and association that pushes us towards excellence in education and
as an institution.  I am thankful for our membership in SAIS and for the benefits that this
membership brings Mead Hall.  As well, I am grateful that we have such an amazing, talented
and dedicated faculty to teach and inspire our students each day – they are to be
commended!

Blessings,
Frank Sawyer

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday this week is the SAIS Annual Conference.  
The conference this year is virtual of course.  I will attend along with our
Head of Kindergarten and Lower School, Joanne Morton, and our Director of
Admissions and College Guidance, Felicia Pontoo.

SAIS is the Southern Association of Independent Schools, a membership
organization that provides accreditation and services to over 380
independent schools throughout the Southeast.  The mission of SAIS is to
“strengthen member schools by providing high-quality accreditation
processes, comprehensive professional growth opportunities, and visionary
leadership development programs.”  The annual conference provides us with
insight into current thinking about issues in independent school education as
well as the space to discuss and learn from each other.  Topics include
teaching and learning, educational innovation, admissions and retention,
institutional advancement, leadership, and school culture.  This year will
address some of the challenges we face as schools during the coronavirus
pandemic.

From the Head of School
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https://www.instagram.com/meadhallepiscopalschool/
https://www.facebook.com/meadhallschool
https://twitter.com/MeadHallSchool
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCD51I9fNGJF5ytrPl_E-sAg
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This month, our very own Dr. Chris Riley is being
celebrated as The Aiken Standard 's "Teacher of the
Month." Based on nominations from the community
(some of which can be found here), Teacher of the
Month, sponsored by McDonald's of Aiken and
Edgefield, is a monthly designation announced in the
Aiken Standard newspaper.  

Dr. Riley has been teaching for 15 years, having first
taught Intro Geography classes at Ohio State while
earning his doctorate.  From there, he taught
seventh-grade social studies in Memphis,
Tennessee, for 3 years through the Teach for
America program at two charter schools: Power
Center Academy (which had been awarded best
middle school in the state) and KIPP: Memphis
Academy Middle School.  During his time as a Teach
for America fellow, Dr. Riley was awarded "Outstan-
ding Social Studies Teacher" by the Tennessee Council for the Social Studies, meaning he
was the state social studies teacher of the year in 2014.  While Dr. Riley's original plan was
to be a university professor, he fell in love with teaching younger students during his Teach
for America opportunity. Upon completion of his service, he decided to move back home to
Aiken, where he had attended St. Mary's through 8th grade and graduated from South Aiken
High School, and found his opportunity as an educator here at Mead Hall.

When asked to talk about highlights of his career in education thus far, Dr. Riley noted, "It's
hard to pick highlights because there's almost nothing to dislike about this profession, in my
opinion.  The best, though, is spending time with the students and helping them prepare for
the next steps in their education while having fun and laughing -- even when their jokes are
at my expense."  

We congratulate Dr. Chris Riley on his award, and we thank him for being the type of
educator who shows students how to achieve success.
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CONGRATULATIONS, DR. RILEY! 
AIKEN STANDARD'S TEACHER OF THE MONTH

https://embed-646738.secondstreetapp.com/embed/d9b72c2d-ad23-47b3-ae81-3e35cbe4f812/gallery/208404469/
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It all starts in 3K - Ms. Perri Stilp and Mrs. Loretta
Serago team-up to provide creative play experiences
that begin developing the fine and gross motor skills
children need for writing, reading, and mathematics. 
 Whether using tools to pull “spiders” out of a web or
coloring “bat wings”, every activity, story, dance, or
chant is carefully designed with fun and learning in
mind.  

In addition to academic activities, 3K students practice
the many procedures that make a school (and society)
run smoothly: walking in a line, using the restroom,
washing hands, eating politely at a table, sharing,
serving others, and waiting for a turn are all moments
for learning throughout the day.  Maybe if you ask, you
will hear that recess is the best part of the day, but, in
reality, we see smiles all day long in our 3K.

                      
 PRESCHOOL

Pilgrimage from

FOCUS ON 3K
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It's time to start planning your pumpkins!  The annual
Mead Hall "Great Pumpkins" event will take place on
Friday, October 30.  Bring in your carved or decorated
pumpkins in morning car line.  PTO volunteers will be
on hand to unload pumpkins which will then be on
display all day on the Greenville Street and Florence
Street brick walls.  Bring them home in the afternoon to
delight your neighbors.

On Wednesday, 58 students in 8th - 11th grades
took the PSAT at Mead Hall.  We filled the gym
with socially distanced teens for the test. 
 Students use the PSAT to prepare for the SAT
and ACT which are taken as college entrance
exams in the junior and senior years.

PSAT PREPS 58 STUDENTS 
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CALLING ALL PUMPKIN ARTISTS!

This year, Mead Hall is partnering with Golden Harvest Food
Bank to participate in a Virtual Spooky to Be Hungry Food
Drive.  We would like to invite students, faculty, families and
friends across both campuses to contribute generously to this
worthwhile annual drive.  Every dollar we raise contributes 3
meals to “children, seniors, and families struggling with
hunger.”  Our goal for the year is $500. With your
contribution of any amount, we are confident that Mead Hall
can achieve and exceed this goal.

LET'S FIGHT HUNGER TOGETHER THIS MONTH



IN THE LOOP

if you are interested in volunteer opportunities or serving on the PTO Board please
email Courtney Bruckner at pto@meadhallschool.org . The next PTO Board meeting
is this Friday, October 23rd at 4:00 p.m

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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Each year, the Saint Thaddeus chapter of the Daughters
of the King, along with other local churches,  participate
in the Samaritan's Purse Operation Christmas Child. We
collect shoeboxes packed with fun items by people in the
community. The boxes are delivered by missioners
spreading the word of God's love to boys and girls
around the world. Items such as crayons, colored
pencils, coloring books, box paint, play dough, small
toys- cars, dolls, soft toys, Legos, yo-yos, balls- wash
cloths, tooth brushes, bar soap, T-shirts and a hand
written note are all great! Please no chocolate, candy,
liquids or spray bottles. 

BLESS A CHILD THIS CHRISTMAS

Boxes will be available at the table close to the entrance at the Aiken Prep campus and can
be returned there as well. Boxes will also be available for pickup and return in the Church
Narthex and Office. Boxes are to be returned no later than November 16th. Have fun fill ing!

For questions please contact Louise Leguizamon at (803) 645-1576.
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Our School...Our Church
NEWS & EVENTS FROM ST. THADDEUS,  AIKEN

Have you seen our new Blessing Box?  The Blessing
Boxes of Aiken was started as a volunteer-driven,
community initiative by Melanie Inabinet and Jane Page
Thompson. Their enthusiasm led to a county-wide project
to bring boxes to every community that would support it. 
 St. Thaddeus has decided to be a sponsor of one of the
Blessing Boxes of Aiken . It will be our responsibility to
keep it well stocked and in good repair, and continuously
accessible to people in need.  On it’s first day in place, in
was emptied within 30 minutes!  You can help by adding
items to the box whenever you'd like.

YOU'RE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE
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